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 COVID-19 Updates
May 10, 2021 

New Mexico*
Positive cases: 199,333. 

Deaths: 4,098. 
Total Tests: 3,332,937. 

Cibola County 
Total cases: 2,866. 

Deaths: 112. 
McKinley County 
Total cases: 12,259. 

Deaths: 466. 
San Juan County 
Total cases: 14,805. 

Deaths: 469.

Arizona
Positive cases: 868,830. 

Deaths: 17,409. 
Total tests: 9,309,249. 

Apache County 
Total cases: 11,352. 

Deaths: 429. 
Coconino County 
Total cases: 17,841. 

Deaths: 330. 
Navajo County 

Total cases: 16,289. 
Deaths: 533.

Utah
Positive cases: 400,352. 

Deaths: 2,224. 
Total tests: 2,603,551. 

San Juan County 
Total cases: 1,903. 

Deaths: 37.

Navajo Nation 
Total cases: 30,590. 

Deaths: 1,284. 
Total tests: 267,503. 
Recovered: 29,224.

*No updates available.

Gallup girls defeat  
Española 63-51 
By Alan Arthur
Sports editor 
aarthur@gallupindependent.com

ALBUQUERQUE — The names are synonymous with 
state championships for the Gallup Bengal girls basketball 
program: Justina Prairie Chief, Valerie Kast, Tanya Bailey, 
Candace Roanhorse, just to name a few. The names of Jor-
dan Joe, Hailey Long and Michaela McCurtain and all those 

on the 2020-2021 roster for the Gallup Bengals can be added to the list.

2011 and their sixth overall championship, defeating the No 2 seeded 
Española Sundevils 63-51 in the New Mexico Class 4A Girls Basketball 
State Championship game at the Pit in Albuquerque Saturday.

“We’re expected to be in this game year in and year out,” Gallup 
head coach Todd McBroom said. “It was fun and exciting to go win it. 
We’re very happy.”

“It’s an amazing feeling,” Gallup junior Hailey Long said, “especial-
ly with all the Gallup community coming here. It felt good.”

“They (the Bengals) played a hell of a game,” Española head coach 

Alma E. Hernandez/Independent

Right, Gallup Bengal Jordan Joe (34) shoots a jumper against the 
Española Valley Sundevils during the New Mexico Class 4A Girls 
Basketball State Championship game at The Pit in Albuquerque 
Saturday. Joe led the Bengals with 10 points and nine rebounds. 

Alma E. Hernandez/Independent

The Gallup Bengals wave at fans after defeating the Española Valley Sundevils to become the New Mexico Class 4A girls basket-
ball champions Saturday at The Pit in Albuquerque. The Bengals beat the Sundevils 63-51.

BENGALS WIN STATE TITLE

See State championship, Page 5

By Dana Martinez
Staff writer 
dmartinez@gallupindependent.com

GALLUP — The McKinley 
County Board of Commissioners 
voted to kick in $500,000 for the 
design of a regional senior center 
facility in Gallup during a regular 
meeting Tuesday.

Gallup Mayor Louie Bonaguidi 
presented a request for matching 
funds for the design of the regional 
senior center. He remarked that he 
was happy to finally be attending an 
in-person meeting instead of online.

Bonaguidi said that the state had 
decided a few years ago that the city 
only had the population to utilize 
one senior center. He admitted that 

having only one center worked for 
the community.

He reported that the city has es-
timated that a design for a region-
al senior center would be around 
$650,000, but the city has allocated 
only $150,000. He explained that to 
fast track the process, if they could 
get the full $650,000 needed, they 
could apply for general obligation 

bond funding next year.
Commission Chairman Bil-

ly Moore said he was hesitant to 
participate but reconciled it with a 
sense of community and an urgen-
cy to act. He added that the design 
project has come up very suddenly 
for the commission.

Commissioner Robert Baca 
agreed that the item was brought up 

too quickly and he would have pre-
ferred for it to be brought up soon-
er so that they’d have more time to 
deliberate and have a more detailed 
plan of which entity would be cov-
ering what. He said he anticipates 
having more questions about the 
project.

McKinley pitches in $500K for new senior center

See Senior center, Page 5

Gallup requests design funding for regional facility in anticipation of bonds

By Elizabeth Hardin-Burrola
Independent correspondent 
ehardinburrola@gallupindependent.com

GALLUP — A Catholic priest 
ordained for the Diocese of Gal-
lup just five years ago died un-
expectedly last week, according 
to an announcement by diocesan 
officials Saturday.

The Rev. Robert Badger, 47, 
who was the pastoral administra-
tor at St. Joseph Parish in Aztec 
and Holy Trinity Parish in Flora 
Vista, died Wednesday.

“He was an outstanding priest 

Courtesy photo

In this June 4, 2016, photo pro-
vided by the Diocese of Gallup, 
Bishop James S. Wall, standing 
center, ordains the Rev. Robert 
Badger, kneeling, at the Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral in Gallup.  
Badger died Wednesday.

Diocese  
of Gallup  
priest dies  
unexpectedly

See Gallup priest, Page 5

By Maggie A. Adams
Staff writer 
madams@gallupindependent.com

GALLUP — A man with a 
knife allegedly threatened an em-
ployee after tagging a business 
with graffiti, according to court 
documents.

Kevin Belinte, 39, of Vander-
wagen, was arrested on charges 
of aggravated 
assault with a 
deadly weapon 
and unautho-

according to a 
criminal com-

McKinley Coun-
ty Magistrate 
court.

Gallup Police 
were dispatched to California 
Chinese, 1020 W. Maloney Ave., 
after Orlando Otero Jr. said Be-
linte threatened him with a knife 
when he asked him to leave.

According to court records, 
Otero told Belinte to leave after he 

Man defends 
graffiti as ‘art,’ 
wields knife  
at employee 

Belinte

See Knife threat, Page 5

By Kathy Helms
Special correspondent 
khelms@gallupindependent.com

GALLUP — A temporary clo-
sure order has been issued for the 
Zuni Mountain area adjacent to 
Fort Wingate Army Depot to pro-
tect the public before and during 
the planned launch and pre-
launch periods of the U.S. Army’s 
missile test at Fort Wingate and 
Little Bear area.

The order issued by the U.S. 
Forest Service for the Six Mile 
Canyon area in the Zuni Moun-
tains portion of Cibola National 
Forest’s Mount Taylor Ranger 
District becomes effective at 6 
p.m. Tuesday and is to remain in 
effect until 4 p.m. Wednesday, or 
until rescinded, whichever occurs 

“People living within the re-

Evac order  
issued for  
Fort Wingate 
missile launch

See Missile launch, Page 5



Gallup Independent - 05/10/2021 Page : 05

May 11, 2021 10:31 am (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

The Independent — Gallup, N.M. —  Monday, May 10, 2021 — Page 5  LOCAL

Joe Estrada said. “They have 
an inside-outside game and 
they have two bigs that are 
far bigger than any of us. We 
didn’t shoot well. They played 
good defense on us.”

A quick start
The Bengals opened the 

game with a 10-0 run in the 

McCurtain hit a three-pointer, 
Hailey Long scored inside 
the lane, Trinity Juan hit a 
three-pointer and Joe scored 
on a putback of an offensive 
rebound to give Gallup its 
10-point lead.

be crucial.
“I think us starting out fast 

gave us the momentum to car-
ry through the whole game,” 
Joe said.

-
ished with 10 points and nine 
rebounds to lead the Bengals 

championship. Joe was a 
dominant force inside against 
the Sundevils throughout the 
game, as was fellow junior 
Long, who accounted for 

rebounds and three assists.
“When we start fast it gives 

us that energy,” Long said.

‘Two of the best 
posts’

With Long and Joe con-
trolling the play on the inside, 
the Bengals had a rebounding 

34 points inside the paint. By 
contrast, Española only had 
10 points inside the paint.

“These two are two of the 
best posts in the state in all 
classes,” McBroom said of 
Long and Joe. “Some games 
they might be undersized, like 

but they still took it to them. 
They are two of the best in the 
state right here.”

Also leading the Bengals 
were Juan with 13 points that 

three-point range and McCur-
tain with 11 points and three 
assists.

The Sundevils got within 

Jordan Torres hit a 3-pointer, 
one of 11 3-pointers made by 
the Sundevils in the game.

-
swered points after that with 
an inside goal by Long and a 
3-pointer from Cheyenne John 
(six points, three rebounds, two 

Maintaining the lead
A 3-pointer from Españo-

la’s Anita Deaguero had the 
Sundevils within three points 

The Bengals again an-
swered, outscoring the Sundev-

nailed another 3-pointer in the 

six points of the half as Gallup 

Española used an 8-0 run 

Gallup lead to eight points at 
41-33. But the Bengals still led 
43-36 at the end of the period.

going on a 9-0 run to extend 
their lead. Joe hit a short 
jumper, Juan nailed a 3-point-
er and Joe scored twice inside 

a putback of an offensive 

“That was the goal, to get it 
under double digits,” Española 
coach Estrada said. “We got it 
down to that, but then they hit 
a couple of shots. Again, that’s 

have shooters everywhere.”
Estrada added, “I think we 

were hoping they’d miss more 
shots. Man, we were hoping 
they would start missing. You 
can’t come back as long as 
they keep hitting shots.”

“I told the girls at half-
time, ‘They’re going to make 
a run,’” Gallup’s McBroom 
said. “It’s just how it works. 
They’re going to make a run. 
We have to make sure we 
weather it.”

Game conclusion
Two 3-pointers from 

Deaguero had Española 

the game away with an inside 
goal by McCurtain on a nice 
assist pass from Kennedy 
Smiley (the team leader with 
six assists to go with six re-
bounds), a three-pointer from 
Juan, a putback by Joe and 
two free throws from McCur-
tain to extend the Bengal lead 

Española hit three 3-point-

make the margin a respectable 

Deaguero led the Sundev-
ils with 18 points, Miranda 
Salazar scored 10 and Cam-

eight points.

Alma E. Hernandez/Independent

Gallup Bengal Hailey Long (40) takes a shot in the paint 
as Española Valley Sundevil Jasmaine Baca (13) defends 
during the New Mexico Class 4A Girls Basketball State 
Championship game at The Pit in Albuquerque Saturday.

Alma E. Hernandez/Independent

Gallup Bengal Kennedy Smiley (12) shoots a jumper 
against the Española Valley Sundevils during the New 
Mexico Class 4A Girls Basketball State Championship 
game at The Pit in Albuquerque Saturday.

Moore said it was important for 
them to support the community’s 
seniors. Baca agreed and added that 
he did not want to see the recreation 
center leave the north side of town 
because its location is important. 
Overall, Baca noted that going for-
ward, they need to focus on infra-
structure.

Moore and Commissioner Gen-
evieve Jackson approved the item, 
carrying the motion. The commis-

vote, with Baca voting against it. 
Baca was denied a motion asking to 
table the decision.

Property tax,  
finance reports

The commission also reviewed 

Deputy Treasurer Wilfred No-

ble presented the treasurer’s second 

breakdown of property tax distribu-

Schools and the county, respective-
ly. The University of New Mexi-

McKinley Christian Hospital gets 
-

schools, Dzil Ditl’oo School and 
Middle College High School.

The investment portfolio stated 

-
lion in brokered CDs, $18.7 million 
in local investments, and $103,000 
in municipal bonds.

County Finance Director Sara 
-

ter report that was sent to the state 
Department of Finance and Admin-
istration. The report covered the 

Keeler advised the commission on 
the county’s financial position.

Keeler reported that the county 
had a beginning balance of a lit-
tle over $49 million. The amount 
of revenue collected by the end of 

-
tures to date were $39.6 million. 

-
lion. Quarter ending cash balance 

-
vestments, $39.6 million. Cash plus 
investments, $130.8 million; reserve 
funds amounted to $1.4 million; and 

Fireworks ban?
The commission discussed a 

proclamation proposing a ban on the 
sale of certain fireworks during the 
Independence Day fireworks season 
due to extreme drought conditions.

McKinley County Fire Chief 
Brian Archuleta shared a drought 

monitor report released on www.
droughmonitor.uni.edu. A map 
showed McKinley County to be in 
the categories of “Extreme” and 
“Exceptional drought,” the two 
highest categories of drought. The 
Extreme Drought status on the web-
site noted, “Fire danger is extreme.”

The commissioners discussed 
having fire stations in the county 
inform the public of the fire danger.

Social media policy
The commission reviewed a res-

olution to adopt and implement a 
social media policy for the county 
office.

The policy was approved by the 
previous commission. Dimas ex-
plained that there were some mi-
nor changes. Dimas said that upon 
approval of the policy the commis-
sion would start their own social 
media page to broadcast meetings. 
The commission has been using the 

McKinley County Office of Emer-
gency Management’s Facebook 
page.

Moore mentioned there were 
some concerns about the pages be-
ing hacked, which could lead to in-
appropriate content being displayed 
on county social media. The solu-
tion was to establish rules for coun-
ty staff about who could make posts.

The board approved the resolu-
tion. They have since established 
their own social media page on 
Facebook under the name “McKin-
ley County” as a government or-
ganization. The page made its first 
posts Friday.

In other business
The board had one item under 

their closed session to discuss items 
under threatened or pending litiga-

as listed on the agenda.

When they returned to the open 
meeting, they reported that no ac-
tion was taken.

County Manager Anthony Di-
-

ing a transfer of the remaining 
commission travel funds into the 
commission contingency funds. He 
explained that funds have gone un-
touched due to recent restrictions 
on travel. He preferred to move the 
funds somewhere they can be use-
ful.

Baca asked about the procedures 
of giving the funding. Moore ad-
vised that the funding can be ap-
plied to various county nonprofits 
or other similar organizations.

The commission approved the 

The commission approved their 
consent agenda, which included 

and a purchase order payment batch 

Continued from Page 1

Senior center

and a true son of the Church, 
which was expressed through 
the pastoral care of the peo-
ple entrusted to him,” Gallup 
Bishop James S. Wall said in 
the announcement.

Badger was born in Saf-
ford, Arizona, July 10, 1973.

A convert to Catholicism, 
Badger was raised in a devout 
Mormon family. The eldest 

-

grew up with seven younger 
siblings in St. Johns, Arizona.

As a student, Badger took 
an interest in religion, reading, 
languages, and music, dioce-

-
terest in religion and the “great 

him to the Catholic Church, 
they said, and he took instruc-
tion in the Catholic faith while 
in college. Badger completed 

of Adults classes for prospec-
tive converts to Catholicism in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, and he 
was received into the Catholic 
Church at the Cathedral of the 
Madeleine in Salt Lake City 
on April 10, 1993.

Badger later studied for the 
priesthood at St. Charles Bor-

-

phia, St. John’s Seminary in 
Camarillo, California, and the 

in Ohio, where he completed 
his priestly studies.

Wall ordained Badger at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in 

Badger served in the diocese 
as a priest, he was assigned 
to the following New Mexico 

 

parishes and missions.
 

Blanco.
 

in Aztec and Holy Trinity in 
Flora Vista.

Badger also served on the 

Sung vespers will be of-
fered at 7 p.m. Friday at Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral, and the 
funeral Mass will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at the cathedral. For 
those who cannot attend in 
person, the Diocese of Gal-
lup will livestream the funeral 
Mass on YouTube.

According to Cope Me-
morial Chapel, the graveside 

Hillcrest Cemetery in Gallup.

stricted area will need to be 
evacuated. The special closure 
will allow for enforcement of 
the closure area,” it states.

An order is needed to be 
able to cite persons unwilling 
to comply with the special or-
der, according to documents 
released Friday. Digitally 
signed by Forest Supervisor 
Steven Hattenbach, the order 
is designed to minimize expo-
sure of the public to potential-
ly hazardous conditions asso-
ciated with the launch.

16W., Sections 7, 8, and 18, 
-

est System lands within the 
boundary starting at the For-
est Service gate on Nation-

in Six Mile Canyon, then 

miles to the intersection of 
the section lines of Sections 

-
lowing south along the sec-

then following the section 
line west to the SW corner of 

-
cluding private inholdings), 

then following the Cibola Na-
tional Forest boundary north, 
then east, back to the point of 
beginning, which is the Forest 

Six Mile Canyon.
Violation of the order is a 

Class B misdemeanor punish-

for individuals and $10,000 for 
organizations, or by impris-
onment for not more than six 
months, or both.

the business. Belinte allegedly 
picked up a knife in his right 

as he told Otero that he did not 
care and that it was art.

Otero pepper sprayed Be-
linte and called the police. 
When police arrived, Belinte 
had walked to a food truck 
parked in the empty lot east of 
the business. Belinte told police 
that he did not threaten anyone 
with a knife, but he did have 
one at the time of the incident.

When police checked Be-
linte, he did not have a knife 

the surveillance footage, but 
Otero said they would not be 
able to access it until the next 
day.

the statements of the two in-
dividuals and booked him into 
the McKinley County Adult 
Detention Center.

Belinte is scheduled to have 
a preliminary examination in 

May 19.

Continued from Page 1
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State championship

By Kathy Helms
Special correspondent 
khelms@gallupindependent.com

SANTA FE — The New Mexico 
Environment Department wants to 

ozone-polluted regions. A proposed 
rule released Thursday would reduce 
ozone precursor pollutants – volatile 
organic compounds and nitrogen ox-

annually, and methane emissions by 

The proposed rule would establish 
actionable regulations to curb the for-
mation of ground-level ozone and would 
result in reduced emissions of danger-
ous greenhouse gases, the Environment 
Department stated in a news release. It 
also coincides with a recent U.S. Senate 
vote to restore strong methane emis-

oil and gas sources at the federal level.
The state contends the proposed 

rule is more protective of public health 
and the environment than current fed-

Mexico to lead the nation as “a model 
in smart regulation.”

Less is more
Isaac Brown, of the Center for 

Methane Emission Solutions, said the 
Environment Department’s proposed 

and repair methane leaks, setting the 
stage for job creators in the methane 
mitigation industry to step up and help 
grow the industry in New Mexico.

“Simple measures like leak detec-
tion and repair can both address cli-
mate pollution but also limit exposure 
of air pollution and toxics for those liv-
ing in proximity to oil and infrastruc-
ture,” Brown said. “Study after study 
indicates that methane mitigation is 
cost-effective, offering oil and gas op-
erators the opportunity to reduce pollu-

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham said 
not only will the rule hold industry ac-
countable, it also will spur innovation 
and greener practices in the oil and gas 

taking eight million cars off the road 
every year,” she said.

Environmental groups across the 
state were encouraged by the news, but 
as Erik Schlenker-Goodrich, executive 
director of the Western Environmental 
Law Center, said, “The devil is in the 
details. We need to dive into the pro-
posed rules to analyze just how fully 
they protect the climate and New Mex-
icans’ health, especially that of our 

most vulnerable communities.
“More study will also tell us wheth-

er the rules live up to the governor’s 
promise to establish the strongest 
methane rules in the nation,” he said.

Cut emissions,  
protect health

Demis Foster, executive director of 
Conservation Voters New Mexico, said 

-
egy revealed that the state’s release of 
methane is more than three times the 
national average and that the oil and 
gas sector accounts for more than half 
of those emissions.

“Cutting the carbon and methane 
pollution that fuel climate change is 
essential to protect health,” Liliana 
Castillo, deputy director of Climate 
Advocates Voces Unidas., said. “New 
Mexico oil and gas producers are 
some of the largest emitters of meth-
ane pollution in the nation and our 
decision-makers have a responsibility 
to take bold action now to protect our 
health and climate for current and fu-
ture generations.”

If implemented, the proposed rule 
will apply in New Mexico counties 
with high ozone levels – Chaves, Doña 

San Juan, and Valencia.

Industry concerns
Jim Winchester, executive director 

-
ation of New Mexico, said the associa-
tion is reviewing the redrafted methane 

Environmental Improvement Board.
Based on an initial review, Win-

chester said, “We have serious con-
cerns about language that eliminates 
almost all workable operating thresh-
olds for marginal well oil and gas pro-
duction in New Mexico.”

He added that while the association 
appreciates the administration’s stated 
intention to have a collaborative, fact-
based process, the proposed rule does 
not offer a balanced approach.

“If passed, this rule threatens to put 
thousands of jobs at risk, prematurely 
plug or shut in marginal wells, and in-

-
co with little to no gain to the environ-
ment,” Winchester said.

“We strongly urge the governor and 
the administration to reconsider mar-
ginal well provisions that have been 

and common sense, not just the emo-
tions of radical environmental groups.”

Alma E. Hernandez/Independent

Gallup Bengal Cheyenne John (13) grabs a rebound in 
the paint against the Española Valley Sundevils during the 
New Mexico Class 4A Girls Basketball State Champion-
ship game at The Pit in Albuquerque Saturday.
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